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School holidays can be particular pressure points for some families because of increased costs (such as food and childcare) and reduced incomes. For some children that can lead to a holiday experience gap - with children from disadvantaged families less likely to access organised out-of-school activities; more likely to experience ‘unhealthy holidays’ in terms of nutrition and physical health and are more likely to experience social isolation.

Free holiday clubs are a response to this issue and evidence suggests that they can have a positive impact on children and young people. In 2021, the Department for Education (DfE) is providing grant funding to all Local Authorities across England to coordinate free holiday provision for children and young people who receive benefits-related free school meals. This is called the Holiday Activities Fund (HAF).

The aim of the programme is to make free places available to eligible children and young people for the equivalent of at least four hours a day, four days a week and for six weeks a year. This should cover four weeks in the summer and a week’s worth of provision in each of the Easter and Christmas holidays in 2021.

The initial plan for Easter 2021 had been to focus on remote/distance support; however, with the announcement of the Prime Minister’s roadmap and associated gradual relaxation of some of the restrictions, DfE are now encouraging Local Authorities to consider providing some face-to-face delivery. Additionally, with the extension of the COVID Winter Grant Scheme to cover all of Easter, this is now providing vouchers for eligible families to spend on food and other essentials, leaving the HAF funding to concentrate on enrichment.

DfE are defining enrichment as “fun and enriching activities that provide children with opportunities to develop new skills or knowledge, to consolidate existing skills and knowledge, or to try out new experiences. This could include: physical activities such as football, table tennis, cricket; creative activities such as putting on a play, junk modelling, drumming workshops; or experiences such as a nature walk, visiting a city farm etc. Authorities should consider how they can support providers to deliver a rich and varied mix of fun and enriching activities which are age-appropriate.”

We are inviting providers across South Tees to request funding to deliver an element of enrichment activities against the above definition during the Easter holidays. Provision must:

· Be open to only to those who are eligible for the HAF, specifically all children and young people of school-age in Middlesbrough and Redcar & Cleveland from families who are in receipt of free school meal related benefits.
· Have the appropriate policies and safeguards in place.
· Consider the need for Ofsted registration[footnoteRef:1]. [1:  Guidance is available at https://tinyurl.com/3en4rkar ] 

· Demonstrate compliance with the Prime Minister’s roadmap and be COVID secure[footnoteRef:2]. [2:  Guidance is available at Protective measures for holiday and after-school clubs, and other out-of-school settings during the coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak (https://tinyurl.com/623e5yx3) and Guidance for parents and carers of children attending out-of-school settings during the coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak (https://tinyurl.com/rjb8vf4) ] 

· Be deliverable solely in the Easter 2021 school holidays (likely the second week).
· Support the information reporting required by the DfE (see associated HAF Easter data reporting requirements).

Provision does not need to be for the full four hours a day for four days. Providers will need to decide if they will provide any food as part of their provision – any food and drink which is provided must be in line with the School Food Standards as required by the HAF programme[footnoteRef:3]. [3:  Guidance is available at https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/school-food-standards-resources-for-schools ] 


Organisations are able to submit a maximum of four bids, each worth up to a maximum of £1,500. We are open to applications from all providers (e.g. schools, charities and commercial organisations) but all must demonstrate value for money and social value (e.g. the use of local staff). There is up to £47,100 in Middlesbrough and up to £31,400 in Redcar & Cleveland to fund applications for Easter 2021.

Further details on the Holiday Activities Fund (e.g. national guidance document and frequently asked questions) are provided alongside this document. Details of funding opportunities for Summer and Christmas 2021 will be shared at a later date through appropriate channels.

THE APPLICANT – all information requested in this section must be provided

	Name of organisation
	Click here to enter text.
	Address & Post Code
	Click here to enter text.
	Your name
	Click here to enter text.
	Your daytime contact number
	Click here to enter text.
	Your email address
	Click here to enter text.
	Where did you hear about this grant?
	Click here to enter text.


ABOUT YOUR ORGANISATION

	What is your organisational status – for example, public sector/School/Charity or voluntary sector/commercial provider
	Click here to enter text.
	When was the organisation established?
	Click here to enter text.
	Please provide the CIC or Charity registration number of your organisation, if appropriate.
	Click here to enter text.


PLEASE DESCRIBE HERE THE SERVICE/ACTIVITIES NORMALLY PROVIDED BY YOUR ORGANISATION.

	Click here to enter text.


DETAILS OF YOUR REQUEST FOR FUNDING

Which Local Authority area are you proposing to provide your activity in? (please only select one area – if you wish to bid to deliver activity in both Local Authorities, please submit separate applications).

	Middlesbrough
	☐	Redcar & Cleveland
	☐


What do you want to do with the funding?

	Brief description of what you are going to do with the money, including how long (hours and days) and where it is going to take place.

Click here to enter text.




How many children and young people will you reach by each age group?

	Key stage one
	Click here to enter text.	Key stage two
	Click here to enter text.
	Key stage three
	Click here to enter text.	Key stage four
	Click here to enter text.


How will you reach and attract these children and young people to your provision?

	Click here to enter text.


Will your provision need to be Ofsted registered? (see footnote 1 above)

	Click here to enter text.


How will you ensure that your provision is COVID secure and is in line with the Prime Minister’s roadmap?

	Click here to enter text.


What information will you provide us to report back to DfE (please refer to the HAF Easter data reporting requirements document)?

	Click here to enter text.


Amount of grant requested    £    Click here to enter text.

BREAKDOWN OF EXPENDITURE

What is your anticipated expenditure?

	Item/Service
	Amount £

	Click here to enter text.	Click here to enter text.
	Click here to enter text.	Click here to enter text.
	Click here to enter text.	Click here to enter text.
	Click here to enter text.	Click here to enter text.
	Click here to enter text.	Click here to enter text.
	Click here to enter text.	Click here to enter text.
	Click here to enter text.	Click here to enter text.
	Total
	£Click here to enter text.

	If the amount requested is a contribution to the project and doesn’t cover the full cost please tell us how you are going to pay the balance




SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS AND INFORMATION

Do you have the following policies/procedures in place?  Please tick as appropriate and enclose the documents with your application.  You may not need all of these policies depending on what you do or the size of your organisation or group. If unsure please check with us.

	Document
	  YES
	  NO
	Enclosed Document?

	Constitution/ CIC Articles – or a set of rules which demonstrate charitable /benevolent or philanthropic purposes
	☐	☐	☐
	Public/Employee Liability Insurance Certificate
	☐	☐	☐
	Do you have a financial/accounting system in place?  (A group bank account)  Please send a recent statement.
	☐	☐	☐
	Equality & Diversity policy
	☐	☐	☐
	Health & Safety policy
	☐	☐	☐
	Risk Assessments
	☐	☐	☐
	Vulnerable Adult & Child Protection policy
	☐	☐	☐
	Do staff/volunteers have DBS certificates?  *
	☐	☐	☐
	Staff/Volunteer Supervision & Support policy
	☐	☐	☐
	Staff/Volunteer Training & Development Policy
	☐	☐	☐
	Volunteer policy
	☐	☐	☐
	Disciplinary Procedure
	☐	☐	☐


*If the DBS is required we will need to see the original DBS certificates before any payment can be made. Please note alternative methods of checking will be in place during COVID-19 restrictions.

If you have answered no to any of the above questions please give reasons or details of how you can demonstrate you are working towards adoption of the policy or procedure.

	Click here to enter text.


SUBMISSION PROCESS AND TIMELINES

Please return your completed application form to Sharon_Barker@middlesbrough.gov.uk by noon on Monday 22nd March 2021.

We aim to hold our grants panel ASAP after the closing date and inform all applicants of the outcome by 17:00 at the latest on Tuesday 23rd March 2021.
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