
Funders’ Carousel 

Monday 15 October 2018 

9:30 registration for 10am start 

 

09:30 Refreshments and registration 

10:00 Opening remarks 

10:05 Top five messages from funders 

10:30 Time with specific funders – booked in advance 

  

12:30 Break 

  

13:15 Time with specific funders – booked in advance 

 

Please read the funders’ information carefully and book sessions with funders 

that look like they will be a good fit for your project. Sessions last for 30 

minutes, so prepare your idea to make the most of your time with the funder. 

To Book your session, please phone John 01642 955670 or 07852 269486 or 

email john.atkinson@mvdauk.org.uk  

 

  

mailto:john.atkinson@mvdauk.org.uk


Meet the funders: 

 

1. Big Lottery fund 

Description 
Large grants are available to voluntary and community organisations in England that want to take 
action on the issues that matter to people and communities. 
Maximum value:  
Discretionary 
Objectives of Fund 
Reaching Communities supports projects that improve the quality of life of communities across 
England, offering help where it is most needed. 
The programme is part of the Fund's demand-led strand, which encourages voluntary and community 
organisations to identify their own local ideas and solutions for the Big Lottery Fund to provide 
financial support. 
Value Notes 
A total of £190 million is available in the 2018/19 financial year. 
Grants of over £10,000 are available. 
The grants are awarded for up to five years. 
Match Funding Restrictions 
Match funding is not required as the programme can provide 100% funding. However, applicants are 
encouraged to arrange complimentary funding from other sources. 
Who Can Apply 
Applications will be accepted from the following organisations: 

• Voluntary and community organisations. 
• Social enterprises. 
• Group of organisations as long as they are led a voluntary and community organisation or social 

enterprise. 
• School. 
• Statutory bodies (including town, parish, or community council). 
• Community interest Company. 
The Big Lottery Fund will consider funding unincorporated groups, but normally expect the groups to 
use lottery funding to incorporate and, where appropriate, register as a charity. 
The funder wants to see that applicants: 

• Have developed their idea by involving the people who will benefit. 
• Have spoken to people and listened to what they have to say. 
• Will support what is already working well. 
• Will use their knowledge of the skills and experience people already have and explore how they can 

build on it. 
• Can test new approaches. 
• Have original and creative ideas for achieving their mission and are keen to share what they learn 

with others. 
• Understand the existing activities and services that do similar work. 
• Have spoken to other groups and are clear on what they can learn from them as well as how they 

can contribute to what is already being done. 
• Are committed to equalities and the environment. 
• Are people led, strengths based and connected. 
The Big Lottery Fund is interested in supporting organisations that are: 

• People led - meaningfully involving the people they are working with in the development and 
delivery of their activity. 

• Strengths based - making the most of the skills that already exist in communities. 



• Connected - understanding what other relevant organisations are doing and developing good 
working relationships. 

Restrictions 
The following are not eligible for funding: 

• Individuals. 
• Sole traders. 
• Organisations based outside the UK. 
• Groups that are applying on behalf of another organisation. 
• Activities that generate profits for private gain. 
• Religious activity (although religious organisations will be considered if they are providing benefit for 

the wider community). 
• Activities that replace government funding (for example, school activities that are additional to the 

curriculum). 
• Activities that benefit individuals, rather than the wider community. 
• Retrospective costs. 
• Loan repayments. 
Eligible Expenditure 
To be eligible, groups need to show how their ideas meet the following three priorities: 

• Bring people together and build strong relationships in and across communities. 
• Improve the places and spaces that matter to communities. 
• Enable more people to fulfil their potential by working to address issues at the earliest possible 

stage. 
The funding can be used for: 

• Staff salaries. 
• Project activities. 
• Running costs. 
• Small-scale refurbishment. 
• Equipment. 
• Organisational development. 
How To Apply 
The fund is now open for applications. There are no deadlines. Applications can be made at any time. 
The first step in the application process is to check the eligibility requirements on 
the Big Lottery Fund website, read the guidance notes and then contact the Big Lottery Fund, either by 
telephone or by email, to discuss the proposed idea. If the idea is accepted, 
the Big Lottery Fund panel of staff will then invite a full proposal. A funding officer will help the 
applicant put together the proposal. 

 

2. Tees Valley Community Foundation 

Description 
Grants are available to local community or voluntary organisations wishing to enhance the quality of 
life for residents in the Hartlepool, Middlesbrough, Redcar & Cleveland and Stockton-on-Tees areas. 
Maximum value: 
£ 1,000 
Objectives of Fund 
The Fund is intended to improve and enhance the quality of life for local residents. 
Value Notes 
Grants of up to £1,000 are available. 
Who Can Apply 
The following organisations in Middlesbrough, Stockton, Hartlepool and Redcar & Cleveland are 
eligible to apply: 

• Voluntary and community organisations. 
• Registered charities and companies limited by guarantee. 



• Parish and town councils. 
• Schools. 
• Community Interest Companies with three or more directors. 
Organisations must: 

• Have a bank account, which requires two unrelated people to authorise cheques and make 
withdrawals. 

• Have a least three members on its governing body or board of directors. 
Restrictions 
Funding is not available for the following: 

• Organisations promoting religious activity. 
• Organisations promoting political activity. 
• Activities which have already taken place. 
Eligible Expenditure 
Priority is given to projects that address issues of disadvantage, projects fulfilling a need not already 
being met, and projects aimed at improving the social environment. 
Priority will be given to those activities that are essential to the running of a group/organisation, 
instead of desirable costs such as christmas parties or day trips. 
How To Apply 
Applications may be submitted at any time and can be made using the online form available on 
the Tees Valley Community Foundation website. 
Contact the Tees Valley Community Foundation for further information. 

 

3. Suez Community Trust 

Description 
Grants are available to non-profit making organisations in qualifying areas of England for 
improvements to local community facilities, historic buildings and structures, sport and recreation 
facilities.  
Maximum value: 
£ 50,000 
Objectives of Fund 
The LCF Primary Fund Programme supports community improvement projects that make physical 
improvements to community facilities such as village halls, public parks and sports facilities; to 
projects that restore or repair buildings of religious worship or buildings of architectural or historic 
interest; and to projects which conserve biodiversity. 
Value Notes 
Grants of between £1 and £50,000 are available. Projects must have an overall cost of no more than 
£250,000. Projects must start within six months and complete within 12 months of funds being 
awarded. 
Contributing Third Party Payment (CTP) 
Before the Trust can release funding for a project, they need to receive a payment called the 
Contributing Third Party Payment. This payment is needed to release the funds from SUEZ UK and is 
necessary because, under the rules of the Landfill Communities Fund, SUEZ UK only receives as a 
tax credit 90% of the funds it releases to the Trust. The scheme regulator also requires a fee and each 
successful application incurs other minor costs. To make up the shortfall, SUEZ UK requires that 
11.5% of the money provided is recovered from third parties. 
SUEZ Communities Trust provides an online calculator to work out the CTP that will need to be paid. 
Eligible third party contributors include the following: 

• Applicant’s organisation (providing it is not a registered Environmental Body). 
• Donations from the community. 
• Donation from an individual. 
• Award from County Councils, Borough Councils, Parish Councils ‘Friends of’ or other supporters of 

a project. 



• Local businesses. 
• Grants and other awards (not sourced from the LCF). 
The CTP cannot be received from a person or organisation that has exclusive benefit from the project 
being funded (such as a contractor working on a project who receives payment through the project). 
Applicants that can demonstrate successful efforts to raise contributory funds in support of the project 
(over and above the CTP) will be considered favourably, although those that don't will still be 
considered. 
Who Can Apply 
To be eligible, applicants must: 

• Be run on a not-for-profit basis. This could include community groups, parish councils, charities, 
community interest companies, sports clubs, community associations, local authorities and 
voluntary organisations. 

• Own or hold a lease for the project site with at least five years remaining. 
• Projects should be based at a project site which must be owned or leased by the applying 

organisation. 
Projects can be supported in any of 80 funding zones around qualifying sites owned by SUEZ UK. The 
Trust provides a post code checker so that potential applicants can check the eligibility of the project's 
location. 
Applicants do not need to be registered Environmental Bodies nor do they need to register a project 
with ENTRUST before applying for funding. SUEZ CommunitiesTrust will register the project with 
ENTRUST (the scheme regulator) once funding has been approved. 
The Trust would normally expect to act as the Environmental Body registering and overseeing the 
project, unless there are exceptional circumstances. This means the Trust can work more closely with 
projects and are in a better position to ensure that value for money is being achieved on each project 
supported. 
For those applicants whose project area is governed by either Lancashire County Council or Cornwall 
Council, an application should be made to the regional funding body which distributes Landfill Tax 
collected by SUEZ UK in that area. 
Restrictions 
Grants are not available for: 

• Amenities which are only accessible to specific user groups defined by age, sex, disability, race etc. 
• Applications to construct new buildings or extensions to existing buildings including construction, 

connection of services, fixtures and fittings. 
• Amenities required by statutory notice, order or agreement under the terms of a planning 

permission or consent. 
• Libraries. 
• Allotments 
• Car parks. 
• Minibuses. 
• Food banks. 
• Charity shops. 
• Public toilets. 
• Residential facilities. 
• Photovoltaic cells. 
• The purchase of land or buildings or projects which are primarily for the purpose of energy or cost 

saving. 
• Projects on school or pre-school sites where the facilities provided will primarily benefit the school. 
• Biodiversity projects which are focussed on research or survey work. 
• Staff posts/salaries. 
• Retrospective costs. 
Applicants must read the Application Guide available on the Funder's website for further restrictions 
that may apply. 
Eligible Expenditure 

http://www.suezcommunitiestrust.org.uk/postcode-checker


To be eligible, projects must meet the following criteria: 
• Projects in England must be located within three miles of a qualifying SUEZ UK waste treatment 

site and within three miles of a licensed landfill site (this can be any landfill site, not just those 
owned by SUEZ UK). 

• All projects must have unrestricted public access for a minimum of 104 days per year; that is no 
less than four evenings, two days each week, or 12 full weeks each year. Applicants will be asked 
to provide details of public access in their application. 

• Applicants can only apply for funds for the same site or project through one of the 
main SUEZ Communities Trust funding programmes in any three-year period. 

• A requirement of the Landfill Communities Fund is that a registered Environmental Body oversees 
the transfer of funds and monitors progress of the project. SUEZ Communities Trust will act as the 
‘Environmental Body’ and will register the projects it supports with ENTRUST, the Landfill 
Communities Fund regulator. This means that applicants do not need to apply for Environmental 
Body status. 

• All applications need to clearly demonstrate that all costs applied for are directly attributable to the 
physical delivery of a project. Therefore, the inclusion of items such as "project management" or 
"overhead" costs will not be accepted, unless they can be clearly and directly attributable to the 
physical delivery of the project. 

The Trust will consider the following types of project (also known as objects) for funding: 
• Public Amities (LCF Object D) - To provide, maintain or improve an amenity that is used primarily 

for leisure and recreation. The amenity must be open to all sections of the community for at least 
104 days a year. The Trust will consider funding projects at the following types of site: 

o Community Amenities including: 
▪ Community Centres / Halls 
▪ Community Cafes 
▪ Museums / Galleries 
▪ Theatres 
▪ Arts Centres 
▪ Youth Centres (if also used by other sections of the community) 

o Sport and Recreation Amenities including: 
▪ Public parks / Community Gardens / Village 
▪ Greens 
▪ Sports fields and amenities (eg pavilions) 
▪ Activity Centres 
▪ Cycle Paths / Tracks / Parks 
▪ Sports clubs (bowls, tennis, rugby etc) 
▪ Public playgrounds and MUGAs 
▪ Public rights of way & footpaths 
▪ Bridle Ways 
▪ Country Parks 
▪ Skate Parks 
▪ Water Sport Amenities 

• Biodiversity (LCF Object DA) - The conservation of biodiversity through the provision, 
conservation, restoration or enhancement of a natural habitat or the maintenance or recovery of a 
species in its natural habitat. The Trust will consider funding projects at the following types of site: 

o Nature Reserves 
o Forests / Woodlands 
o Wetlands 
o Rivers and Streams 
o River Parks 
o Orchards 
o Commons and Heaths 
o Meadows 



o Lakes & Ponds 
• Historic Buildings, Structures or Sites (LCF Object E) - The maintenance, repair or restoration 

of a building, other structure or a site of archaeological interest which is a place of religious worship, 
or a site of historic or architectural or archaeological interest and is open to the public. The Trust will 
consider funding projects at the following types of site: 

o Places of worship (Grade I) 
o Scheduled Ancient Monuments 
o Listed historic structures 
o Listed community buildings (any grade) 

How To Apply 
Initial applications can be submitted at anytime. 
The application process is now operated through a two-stage process via an online application 
system. Stage One applications will include a short eligibility check and brief questions about the 
project. 
Successful applicants will be invited to submit a Stage Two application within 12 weeks. 
Applications will be thoroughly assessed and applicants will be visited (normally at the project site) by 
a SUEZ Communities Trust project manager. 

 

4. Ballinger Charitable Trust 

Description 
Grants are available for charities, voluntary organisations and community groups for projects that 
support young people, older people, or the arts and culture in the North East of England. 
Maximum value: 
£ 600,000 
Objectives of Fund 
The funding is for projects that: 

• Support the health, development and wellbeing of young people. 
• Support older people. 
• Promote cultural/arts projects based in the North East of England. 
Value Notes 
Funding is at the discretion of the Trust. There is no set minimum or maximum amount. 
Grants of up to £5,000 or exceeding £5,000 are available. 
The lowest grant awarded is £250 and the highest awarded is £600,000. 
Match Funding Restrictions 
Match funding is not a stipulated requirement. 
Who Can Apply 
Charities, voluntary organisations and community groups based and working within the North East of 
England can apply. 
Restrictions 
The following are not eligible for funding: 

• Sponsorship of any kind. 
• For-profit organisations. 
• Projects located outside of the North East of England. 
• More than one application from the same group in a year. (Applicants must wait 12 months before 

reapplying to the Trust.) 
• Retrospective costs. 
Eligible Expenditure 
Projects should fit within one of the following categories: 

• Support the health, development and wellbeing of young people. 
• Support older people. 
• Promote cultural/arts projects based in the North East of England. 
How To Apply 



There are no deadlines. 
The application process will depend on the level of funding being sought. For projects requesting 
grants of: 

• Up to £5,000 - A letter should be sent to the Trust's postal address. Decisions are made twice a 
year, usually in late June and December. 

• Over £5,000 - An initial application form should be submitted via the Trust’s website. A computer 
generated acknowledgement will sent to all applicants following receipt of the completed Initial 
Application. Applicants who are successful at this stage will be invited to complete a full online 
application form. The Trust may arrange a visit with the applicant. 

Applications for more than £5,000 will be processed as follows: 
• Trustees are forwarded a monthly schedule of all initial applications received. 
• Where interest is shown, arrangements are made for two Trustees to attend a meeting with the 

applicant at their premises. A short proposal document, or occasionally, a full application form may 
be required following that meeting. 

• Where no interest is shown in the initial application, the applicant is advised that it has been 
declined. 

• Decisions on funding are made at Trustee Board Meetings, which are normally held in February, 
June, September and November each year. 

• Applicants are advised of decisions made during the week following the Trust Board Meeting. 
Groups wishing to contact the Trust should use the online enquiry form on the Trust's website. 
 

 

 

5. Virgin Money Foundation 

 
Description 
Grants are available for projects and initiatives that promote long-term change in communities in the 
North East of England. 
Maximum value: 
£ 50,000 
Objectives of Fund 
Grants are available from the North East Fund for initiatives that promote long-term change in 
communities that need it most in the local authority areas of Darlington, Durham, Gateshead, 
Hartlepool, Middlesbrough, Newcastle upon Tyne, North Tyneside, Northumberland, Redcar and 
Cleveland, South Tyneside, Stockton on Tees and Sunderland. 
Value Notes 
Grants of between £10,000 and £50,000 are available. 
Match Funding Restrictions 
Match funding is not a specified requirement 
Who Can Apply 
Charities, charitable groups, social enterprises, Community Interest Companies, Community Interest 
Organisations and Industrial and Provident Societies are eligible to apply. 
Non-charitable organisations and groups may be funded providing the work itself has charitable 
purposes and there is no ‘private benefit’ to non-charitable interests. 
Restrictions 
The following are not eligible for funding: 

• Capital costs. 
• Anything that isn't defined as charitable by law. 
• International appeals. 
• Sponsorship or marketing appeals. 



• Retrospective funding. 
• Statutory services that are the responsibility of statutory bodies. 
• Individual appeals. 
• Animal welfare. 
• The day-to-day costs of schools and other educational establishments. 
• Medical treatment or research, hospices and medical centres. 
• Promotion of religious, political or advocacy-based groups. 
• The costs of overseas travel, minibuses, holidays and outings. 
Eligible Expenditure 
Funding is available for initiatives that promote long-term change in communities that need it most by: 

• Helping disadvantaged young people to find and keep a job. While the Foundation understands the 
value of programmes that work with young people to make them work ready, only applications that 
move young people into sustainable employment will be funded and applications will be judged on 
the numbers of young people that gain employment. 

• Helping homeless people or people at risk of homelessness to find a new home. The Foundation is 
interested in supporting applications from organisations working to increase access to affordable, 
good quality, rented properties, particularly those bringing empty properties back into use. 

• Creating and supporting community and social enterprise. Proposals will be assessed for their 
innovation, enterprising behaviour and job creation. 

Grant awards will cover running costs and are for one year only. 
How To Apply 
Applications can be submitted at any time between 16 April and 10 November 2018. 
Groups should apply as soon as possible - the closing date will be determined by the number and 
quality of applications and will be reviewed in date order. Awards will be agreed at the various board 
meetings held during 2018 and January 2019. 
 

6. Middlesbrough Council 

Description 
Grants are available to local voluntary and community groups for projects that benefit the people of 
Middlesbrough and encourage community activity that stimulates participation and involvement. 
Maximum value: 
£ 1,000 
Objectives of Fund 
The Community Chest scheme has been created to assist groups and voluntary organisations in 
Middlesbrough with small grants for projects that 

• Will benefit the people of Middlesbrough. 
• Encourage community activity and stimulate participation and involvement. 
• Complement the services and priorities of Middlesbrough Council. 
Value Notes 
Grants of up to £1,000 are available. 
Match Funding Restrictions 
Match funding is not a specified requirement. 
Who Can Apply 
Community and voluntary groups located and working in Middlesbrough may apply for funding. 
To be eligible, groups must: 

• Be constituted or have a set of rules that demonstrate that they operate for charitable, benevolent or 
philanthropic purpose. 

• Operate to equal opportunity principles. 
• Have appropriate policies and procedures in place. 
• Have accounts and appropriate financial systems in place. 
• Have their own bank account. 
Eligible Expenditure 



Costs associated with eligible projects. 
All projects are expected to clearly contribute towards the Middlesbrough 2020 Vision themes: 

• A town that is clean, safe and healthy. 
• A learning town in which families and communities can thrive. 
• A town that continues to transform. 
How To Apply 
Applications may be made at any time. The grant panel meets to discuss applications on average four 
times per year. 
An application form is available to download from the Middlesbrough Council website. Completed 
forms should be submitted by post to the Market Management Officer. 
Contact Middlesbrough Council for further information. 

 

7. Find a Funder 

Learn how to get the most out of the free Find a Funder online search facility www.findafunder.info 

The session will last about half an hour and will help you to register and learn how to use the site to 

find out which grant-making trusts are most likely to fund your project. 

 

 

 

http://www.findafunder.info/

